
ASSIGNMENT AND CIVIL COVER SHEET

Assignments Based on the Civil Cover Sheet.  The Civil Cover Sheet, effective
January 1, 2000, shall include a box in which the attorney signing the sheet must certify that
the action is, or is not, subject to the Commerce Program. A "Commerce Program Addendum
to Civil Cover Sheet," a sample of which is attached as Exhibit "A," is hereby required to be
filed with all initial filings (i.e., all filings requiring a Civil Cover Sheet) subject to the
Commerce Program, filed on or after January 1, 2000.  The attorney shall indicate on the
Commerce Program Addendum filed with any filing denoted as a Commerce Program matter,
the applicable type or types of action which result in the matter being assigned to the
Commerce Program.  An attorney's signature on the Civil Cover Sheet shall constitute
certification that the matter is or is not subject to the Commerce Program, as indicated on the
Civil Cover Sheet and Addendum. A copy of the Civil Cover Sheet, including any Commerce
Program Addendum, shall be served with the original process served on all parties.

All actions designated into the Commerce Program pursuant to the Commerce
Program Addendum are hereby assigned to the Commerce Program and to the individual
calendar of one of the Commerce Program Judges, who shall be assigned according to a
random procedure established by the Administrative Judge.  This assignment shall be noted
on the Docket.  All further filings in the matter shall state prominently in the caption and on
any cover sheets that the matter is "ASSIGNED TO COMMERCE PROGRAM."

Disputes Arising From the Civil Cover Sheet Designation.  If any party disagrees with
the designation or lack of designation of a case into the Commerce Program, that party shall
file with Civil Listings Room 296 City Hall, to be referred to the Administrative Judge for
decision, (which shall not be subject to appeal) and serve on all parties a Notice of
Management Program Dispute, in the Form attached as Exhibit "B" and not exceeding three
pages, as soon as practical, and no later that the earliest of (a) the filing by that party of any
pleading, motion, or response to motion, (b) ten days in advance of a noticed case
management conference or (c) thirty days after service of process.  Any party opposing the
Notice of Management Program Dispute may, but need not, submit a response thereto not
exceeding three pages (to Civil Listings Room 296 City Hall) within ten days of service of the
Notice.

In the event of the service of a Notice of Management Program Dispute,a copy of that
Notice shall be attached to and referenced in all motions and responses to motions filed by
any party pending the resolution of the management program dispute.
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