
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Docket No. 21 EM 2020 

In Re: First Judicial District of Pennsylvania's Request Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 
1952(B)(2)(m) to Temporarily Suspend or Modify Statewide Court Rules Regarding 

Prompt Trials and Utilization of Advanced Communication Technology 

AND NOW, this { �- day of August, 2021, Idee C. Fox, President Judge and 
Chair of the Administrative Governing Board of the First Judicial District of 
Pennsylvania, hereby requests the temporary suspension or modification of statewide 
rules, by Order of the Supreme Court pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 1952(B)(2)(m) as follows: 

1. Request for Order authorizing the continued temporary suspension of

a. Pennsylvania Rule of Criminal Procedure No. 600 to October 31, 2021, so
that the time period between March 17, 2020 and October 31, 2021 shall
be excluded from time calculations, and shall not be attributed to the
Commonwealth of to the Defendant.

b. Any state and local procedural rules which restrict, directly or indirectly,
the use of advanced communication technology ("ACT"), to allow
continued use of advanced communication technology ACT. All judges
and staff will continue to preside in the courtroom and/OR court
facilities.

2. The circumstances necessitating this Request include the following:

a. Due to the recent surge in COVID-19 cases, the CDC has classified
Philadelphia County as a "high" transmission zone. There is no
indication that the present rate of increase in cases will abate in the
near term.
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